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PHILATELY and the LETTER BOX... 	Glenn H Morgan -lember 232 

C ollecting stamps by a particular theme is very much in the ascendancy. Even so-called "traditional" stamp 
collectors are now just as likely to form a collection based on, say, architecture or goats as they are on 

stamps from the Cape of Good Hope or France. For the purposes of this article, the suggested collecting theme is 
understandably that of the history of the letter box, a topic for which I have been buying items for more than 35 
years. 

I record below appropriate sources for acquiring knowledge, together with details of the kind of material that is 
available to those thinking about starting out in stamp collecting or, if you are an older reader and maybe therefore 
a lapsed collector, getting you to think about returning to philately (the posh word for stamp collecting!). 

There are several sheets frommy gold-medal winning exhibit on the pages that follow that will let you to see how 
I have chosen to display my philatelic material, but every collector will approach the subject differently, for there 
are no right or wrong ways, just your way. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
One of the greatest requirements of thematic collecting is an abundant source of non-philatelic reading material to 
enable you to learn about your subject in-depth to assist with knowing what can be purchased. Read everything 
that you can put your hands on for it has been my experience that the more obscure and lesser known facts about 
letter boxes have often come from unexpected sources. As an LBSG Member, you have a head-start in the form 
of the thany excellent publications from the Group, albeit that they are primarily GB-centric. 

If you have access to a decent library, such as those found in larger towns and cities, do be sure to check out the 
stamp catalogues, as very often they will contain pictures or data that you may not find elsewhere. 

I have a website that includes many aspects of letter boxes, including the 35 issues of Philately and the Letter Box 
that I used to produce for LBSG. Go to www.stampprinters.info/boxes.htm where you will find more than 60 
articles, bibliographies and monographs that I have written down the years on the subject. These can all be 
viewed on-screen or printed off free of charge. 

ACQUIRING MATERIAL 
Much philatelic material is fairly readily available, but knowing what is out there had traditionally required exten-
sive research in stamp catalogues to find the most suitable material. 

Nowadays, the internet means that it is much easier and by entering key phrases on the likes of eBay or Del-
campe, such as "letter box stamps", "pillar box stamps", etc., you will reveal a lot of results. I am also a big fan 
of a Dutch stamp dealer found at www.postbeeld.com/en  from where more than 75 sets of letter box stamps are 
currently illustrated and advertised for sale. 

It must never be forgotten that while we in Britain talk of the letter box, searches online for material or informa-
tion should always include the equivalent words in other languages, such as brieflasten (Germany), brievenbus 
(Netherlands), boItes aux lettres (France), buzon (Spain) and many more besides these four major European lan-
guages. To restrict yourself to just the English language is to miss out on many fascinating items. 

S tamps are the obvious starting point when beginning to collect by theme and in many respects are still the 
most important ingredient. I have identified many hundreds of relevant stamps and others that fit into the 

story in a more obscure way, such as a stamp showing iron being poured at the foundry to help tell the story of 
manufacturing boxes, so you can choose to be selective or wide-ranging in what you decide to purchase 

There is still a tendency for many existing collectors to think that only postage stamps should be included in a col-
lection or display and if this is how you wish to collect, then that's perfectly fine. However, to ignore items such 
as those that are detailed or depicted below, is to miss out on a wealth of material that will enhance the interest 
and maybe even the value of your collection. 

It was rather surprising to find so many postmarks relating to the letter box theme. Quite a lot of special hand-
stamps for events and anniversaries have been used down the years and these can be most attractive. Operational 
hand and machine postmarks have not been neglected either and include slogans such as "Post Early for Christ-
mas" and "Everyone's Shopping by Post These Days". 

There are also operational handstamps applied to envelopes and cards from the Victorian-era through to modern 
times from across the globe that make valuable additions, such as "Posted in Late Box", or "Aus dem Briefkas-
ten" (found in letter box). The many privately produced cachets (including those from LBSG in years gone by) 
can also make a colourful chapter in a collection. 
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3.2 Trollope in Channel Islands 	 Seeing French boxes, he suggested similar for Jersey 

From an inauspicious start in the Post Office, Trollope Rund his 'Eureka moment while on Jersey. 

Anthony Trollope 

During 1851, Anthony Trollope was sent to 
the Channel islands to review the postal 

system. While there, he advanced the idea 
of British roadside letter boxes. 

Pert /4 (I) and 14.5 (r) versions exist due to 
per/èrctor problems at Questa stamp printers. 

In 1852, the GPO in London permitted the trial 
installation of four letter boxes on Jersey. 

P:t-zo.'-ial inIt'rpanneau (gutter) pair of I audin octagonal box 
The boxes were made at the iron foundry of John Vaudin. 

Original signed ,vetch and s atercolour 
lv George Hardie for Roal %fail c/ 

Trollope and his contribution to postal 
development in Britain. 

Reduced copy Tahove iInjl arniork 
held at Br(n.sh Postal t1ueum & Archive.  
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44 Clearance and Delivery 
	

Emptying mechanisms and showing mail source 

Varying methods of emptying boxes are employed worldwide. Items may be cancelled to show origin. 

Canada 8 

An internal chute ensures that 
mail slides into collection sack 

4.. 

I 

100 
tt.flAGE!ItIOfl .020 

rg -. 

r.. 
pc 

p g 
¶?Y100 Ztlo () 	L ioo 
rtvvi. .ti.e. .070 	'tt.t,AflttO #0211 	 RtLLVAQC £9t900 •020 

: 
rttøe 

Colour trais and is.medstwnp. 
Despite other attempts, by the handful' is how most letter boxes are still cleared b postal workers. 
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4t-5, /eZT 

1926 'Bu:one (letter box) handstamp from Mexico used to identify all mail Items posted in a street letter box. 
Mail can he identified as having come from a street box by use of postal markings at the sorting office. 
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7.4 Unexpected Sightings 
	

Post Offices operating abroad 

When abroad, another postal administration could be operating in 
that country using its own style of letter box. 

This could be due to slow postal services, as in Portugal, where travel reps 
sold tourists prepaid 4amps. The mail was posted in Swedish boxes and 

then flown to Sweden and reposted there for onward transmission. 

Posted / 995 in the Algarve, Portugal in 
a Swedish letter box using a Swedish 
Postage Paid stamp to pay postage. 

OSTERREICH €0.55 

Austrian Ottoman Period 
type of letter box. 

Letter boxes can also reflect 
the country that has overall 

political control. 
For example. until 1914 the 
Austrian Post Office used to 
operate in Eretz Israel during 

the Ottoman Period. Then 
came the British Mandate 
Period, followed finally by 

the State of Israel. 

'ia ioiadon:,'d original arrtork ror an lcraeli 19 ' 4~4  philatelic exhibition stamp. 
Brtish Mandate letter box depicting Israeli postal logo ot used until after statehood 

Modem letter box of the 
State of Israel. 
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9.1 Offences Against Boxes 

4A 

'L'he Postmaster ' 
niuch regrets that.,  
this 	packet 	has 
been accidentally 
(lnIaged / delayed 
in the post. 

fJ __ 

Damage to boxes and mail by vandals 

Commercial mail item posted in London during Januari /959 with apology label 
and manuscript explanation 'Pillar box fire'. (.nnsual/v, not due to bonfire  night. 
Mail is damaged by the posting of lighted matches, cigarettes or fireworks. 
Damaged mail, or often just what is left of it, is sent on its way whenever 

possible by the postal administration. 

* 

	

M 4 5é 	'' 

	

ía.' iti 	/k (flit/i 

Vandals destroy mail for 'fun. 

POTA ROMANA 

e,viled 1Oani 
curlerat rapid 	di' Ia infiintare 

824 saw first mail damage by 
fireorks in a letter box in UK. 

—ç-c- 	ec'tirc 

?Rccs-'c\ 

C. 
I- 

IlL 
Lx 

 

coil. 
Spraying graffiti on to boxes 
is a major worldwide issue. 

E;v F ......... 

2002 iustralian cover marked as damaged In 'Foreign tiatter 

These da>s,  anything that might cause damage to propert) is deemed an acceptable 
target by anyone who is guilty of practising so-called anti-social behaviour. 

46 



Li 

g1 ool swoq jiistn ut mou sxoq iu( 
GAOl 01 WRal Os II IIM aUOIU 3MIJ,  

-saiqlairs pup sjindwozu Ruissiumaq SXOq 

sijdwo 1cp1os il!' anunj 'qi iqmu 1() 

01010101 010101 00101 UllIr 

1. .LQLIL 1V 

ZaAwns qioq jji& sxoq pans puu sxoq 	sdtpd 
'M44tU ?W?S I// /0 UI/u 966/ 'WI '°/ 	 S? 

P. 0 I .'II ,t//703!ZW.IJ CJUIPI dldwvv uoisu I 	asnnio( (fl)1 

poiizd aUJUS .1qj JAO sxoqjo iqtunu oqj iutsvinut 'q 
UOJ1 ZLIT upnq im SIJUflOD ZWO5 tU!J1103UJ 

'jo)) it 	PIU j) I \\0>1l tU 	'! 0\()4 tI 	1r1 

I0'o 
I it1i'i; 

I 

oqu uOqs 80OZ-VOOZ uiq 'D!lsinns ld.U° sildwrxa 9u.m st.uuno uw UI uiuiIDp ut s.iqwnu xo 
cuz 	ct 	v' 	xt 	pmiod 	161 ~~jr-Runjl  :'  is 	•Iix)t u 	z 'wnv 

INri 
- 	

T9.O21fl4' )AUV 3jVfS  

Nvs 0 
V)IS1( 

sxoq jqj pU1I.UOp U!P1JUO) UI 1UflflSU S)WflJOA j!VW UI )U111.)p AtSSa1OJd i 1uios am sojjo isoa 

~,pooq!19N!j jenjuaA9 Ue asiwop xoq janal 6uiew Aboloupol SI 	pedwi 1B31601OU14301 oi 

i oz rnunny 	 oct JOISMN dnoJD XpnjS XOH 


